
2019-2020 Eighth Grade Summer Reading Project 

Directions:  Select a book from the list below to read this summer.  Select one of the activities below 
to complete based on the book you read.  This assignment is due August 16, 2019.   

1.  Letter to Author: Write a letter to the author of the book in the following format:  

• Double-paced, flush left, single-spaced within paragraphs, double space between 
paragraphs. Include a name, date, salutation, signature, and should be 1 1/2-2 pages 
typed. 

 
• Your letter should include: 

1) Your impression of the book.  What did you like or dislike about the book.  Be 
specific.  Was it the characters (or once specific character), the plotline, the 
information presented (or lack thereof), the writing style, the voice, the tone, 
words, etc.   
 

2) Ask the author a question about writing and being a writer and explain WHY you 
want to know the answer to the question.   
 

3) Choose a scene, chapter, plot part, section, etc. that you would like the author to 
consider changing.  Tell the author why you would like him/her to change it and 
HOW you want him/her to change it.   
 

4) Tell the author what you think about WHY he/she wrote the book. (the authorial 
intent).  Explain why you think this and whether or not the intent was accomplished 
for you as a reader;  

 
5) Your choice.  What else would you like to say to the author?  It needs to be       
something that proves that you read the book.   

 
2.  Write a poem 

• Your poem or song lyrics should be a minimum of 30 lines. It may be a free verse or more 
structured (rhyme, stanzas, etc.). 

• You may focus on the plot, the characters, and/or personal connections with the novel. 
 

3.  Dear Diary  
• Your entry should begin with “Dear Diary” and should be a minimum of one page (typed). 
• Pretend to be one of the main characters. Write a diary entry from his or her point of 

view. Explain how this character feels/thinks about a pivotal event, major decision, etc. 
Reflect on what is happening as well as how the character may be changed. 
 

4.  Book Sleeve/Jacket  
• Fold a sheet of paper to look like a hard cover book jacket. It should have the following: 
• (1) Cover: an illustration that depicts the novel. (2) On the inside flap, write a description 

of the main character. (3) On the inside back flap, write a description of the central 
problem/conflict. (4) On the back cover, discuss the idea of change throughout this novel 
using examples from the text. 



 
 

Book Title Author Name 

Amal Unbound Aisha Saeed 

As Brave As You Jason Reynolds 

Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  

(Young Readers Edition: 304pgs) 

*Not the picture book version 

William Kamkwamba 

Cinder Marissa Meyer 

Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora Pablo Cartaya 

Ghost Boys Jewell Parker- Rhodes 

Girl Who Could Not Dream Sarah Durst 

Lost Property Office James Hannibal 

Miss Ellicott's School for the 
Magically Minded 

Sage Blackwood 

Posted John David Anderson 

Raft S.A. Bodeen 

Refugee Alan Gratz 

Restart Gordon Korman 

Under Their Skin Margaret Haddix 

Wishing Spell Chris Colfer 

 


